
What Are Charter Schools?
Charter schools are public schools - they’re tuition-free, open to all students, and funded by 

taxpayers -  just like traditional public schools. Though charter schools are part of the public 

education system, the difference comes in how they operate - charter schools are separate from 

local school districts, which gives them more flexibility to innovate, meet unique needs,  and 

focus on what works best for their students

Who can attend?

Charter schools in Mississippi are open to 
 all students who meet the following  

eligibility requirements: 

PUBLIC SCHOOL

TUITION FREE

FLEXIBLE CURRICULUM

STUDENT FOCUSED

HIGH PERFORMANCE

BENEFITS OF ATTENDING 
A CHARTER SCHOOL

Students must live in a 
district rated C, D, or F 
by the state.

They must be  
Mississippi residents.

If seats are limited, a public lottery is held. 
No entrance exams or tuition are required.



Charter schools help families in struggling districts attain quality 

education for their children. They give families access to more 

high-quality public school options, help close opportunity gaps for 

all students, and strengthen the entire public education system by 

encouraging innovation and helping improve student outcomes.

Learn More at empowerms.org/chart-the-future

Where Does Mississippi Stand? 

Currently, charter schools may only open in public school districts rated 

D or F. Consequently, only 10 charter schools operate in Mississippi, and, 

with only a handful of districts currently rated D or F, opportunities for 

new charter schools are limited.  This creates an opportunity barrier for 

the majority of students across the state. 

We believe high-quality educational options should be available to every 

family in Mississippi, not just those in D or F-rated districts. Expanding 

access to charter schools will help more students find a school that fit 

their needs.

Learn More at empowerms.org 

@empower_ms    


